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005 ended with quite a flourish in
the little village of Muhuru Bay.
Mama Maria gave the staff their

first "Office Christmas Party" -- which
culminated in 58 people (out of a staff of
14!), music playing loud and strong, a
speaker offering words, Christmas bonus -
es, and a feast centered around two goats
… who were truly in the spirit of giving!

A
nd the New Year has been ushered in in beautiful fashion.
Here's what we're looking at these first few months:

P
eter and Kristy (Mama Maria herself) will be traveling to
Kenya this spring to lay foundation on our new, bigger (non-
rented!) clinic -- on our very own land. They will also 

administer a round of goat and chicken donations to the widows
and the Orphan Feeding Project and, of course, take pictures to

send back to the donors. In fact, they'll have their hands quite full with all the different
program administration and launching Mama Maria has planned. 

W
ith steady funding, Mama Maria has made a great leap forward these past months.
Muhuru Bay, a tiny village on the shores of Lake
Victoria, has become an international hub, 

hosting people from all over the world wanting to do vol -
unteer work with us! Wonderful people from far-flung
countries want to be a part of the great work we are
doing, and we are honored to have them.

I
n fact, Mama Maria will be hosting nearly 20  volun -
teers between now and May of this year! The volun -
teers come from everywhere, mostly Europe and the

United States. They work through our  partner pro -
gram, Village Volunteers, and each  volunteer we host
brings $450/month to our programs. In turn they get
their own hut, prepared meals, laundry services and
other hospitality, security services ... and the experi -
ence of a lifetime. From teaching school kids to play
flute-recorders, to helping build the Feeding Center, or
working in the clinic -- they do such a phenomenal job -
- and they mean so much to the success of Mama Maria,
not to mention the people of Muhuru Bay.

O
ne of our first volunteers was a premed     stu -
dent interviewing at Loyola Medical School in
Chicago. She was so taken by Mama Maria, that when she came back she did a   pres -

entation about us to the school. Her enthusiasm and contacts have since inspired a new 
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partnership which will directly send students from
Loyola to volunteer at the clinic each year. 

O
ur Board has also been growing -- with the addi -
tion of Marilyn McKenna, wife of the Attorney
General of Washington State. She is thrilled to

be a part of MMC, and brings so much to the table. Her
two daughters have even joined in to help make Mama
Maria a success!

A
nd more good news: last quarter Peter, on behalf
of the clinic, was honored with the Munro Public
Service Fellowship award -- all funds from which

went directly to the clinic. Though gifts like this truly
help Mama Maria achieve her goals, there is always the
need for more, especially as we work to make the clinic
as self-sustaining as possible. And we thank you -- and

ask you -- for your continued support!

O
ne of the new self-sustaining programs we are
beginning is a for-profit bakery. There is no
bakery in Muhuru Bay, and any bread that

shops or restaurants sell must come from Migori, and
hour and a half drive away. Widows will run the bak -
ery, and orphans will be hired to deliver the bread to
different vendors. Even better, the bakery will bring
in resources to help run the clinic, as well as create
a source of food for our Feeding program! Add to
that honey from the Orphan Bee Keeping project,
and our orphans will be feasting on bread and honey
--  a veritable delicacy in the village!

F
or those of you in or near Seattle -- Mama Maria has a special event in the works for
you. We are hosting a major fundraising event here in Seattle this coming April! It will
feature an array of authentic African food, music, dancing, drumming, and artifacts on

auction -- and of course, presentations and information on the clinic and our programs. We'll
soon send you an official "Save the Date" announcement, but for now, keep April 24 free! It's
going to be so much fun! And, should all go well, we'll be able to raise money not only for the
year, but also secure funds to purchase an "ambulance" to ferry the most critical cases to the
nearest hospital. We hope to see all of you there!

T
o close, here are the remarks from Grace, one of Mama Maria's widow-janitors, after
last year's Christmas party. Her thanks to us are indeed thanks to all of you-for with -
out you, there wouldn't be an ‘us’!

“I have known many people, some poor like me, others rich, or at least 
well-to-do, but I have never seen any of them invite me, their immediate neighbor,
for even a single cup of tea. And there you came, thousands of miles away, from
far lands -- and just after a few months, you invite a large community to a party.
You must be a godsend.”

Asante sana!
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