March 18, 2007

Jambo!

o, it's time again for another

Mama Maria update. Things are continuing to thrive in

Muhuru Bay, and it's only fair we share the goodness...

Last December Peter made his year-end visit to Kenya. He went

in very high spirits ... as he had enjoyed an incredible experience
just prior to his visit. In November Peter got to meet Dr. Paul
Farmer, founder of Partners in Health and the topic of the book,
Mountains Beyond Mountains ; he received inspiring words of advice
and gratitude for his work in Muhuru Bay from both Dr. Farmer ...
and Melinda Gates. Needless to say, Peter left for Kenya totally
charged and arrived at the clinic with
an even clearer vision of his dream.

But enough about that - onto the
good stuff: Mama Maria Kenya
is doing great! The amount of work
it does and the lives it changes and
saves is simply beyond description.

Further, the volunteer program
continues to be great success. We recently had a pharmacist
from Canada and a registered nurse from Hawaii. During her
first weeks at Mama Maria, the nurse scrubbed the clinic
walls, translated the health posters into Luo (the tribal lan
guage), helped write job descriptions for the staff, created a
children's area in the waiting room, helped set up a cabinet
for the lab, as well as doing a brilliant job nursing.

hat else? Well, Architects Without Borders finished their

design of an absolutely gorgeous Mama Maria compound ...
pro bono. It's a campus beyond our wildest dreams, designed to
be built in phases. So, eventually we’ll have not only an incredible,
non-rented clinic, but also a maternity building, an emergency
building, a surgical building, an education building, not to mention
volunteer housing, landscaping, and more ... designed by the best
in the business. It will obviously be some time before it all
comes to fruition, but when it does, wow! (We'll soon have the
plans uploaded on our website ; check back next month and you'll
be able to see it.)

s for Peter's time at the clinic this past winter, the work

was pretty emotional for him this time around. One reason is
because of the birth of his first child, Math6. He knew when he
left how much harder it was going to be for him to see the sick
children; that he would see Matho's face in each one. And he
was right. A couple of cases hit him hard. Most the time the
clinic saw cases that were treatable, but, inevitably, there were
other cases we couldn’t treat which broke Peter’s heart. When
certain life-threatening cases come into Mama Maria that we
are not yet equipped to treat, we are forced to send them home,
or, if resources allow, find a way to take them to the hospital in

Migori, an hour and a half drive away. Something parents are
simply unable to do.
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Peter describes one of these cases from the

trip: a nine-month old burn victim named
Lynston. Lynston came in with third degree burns

- from his toes all the way up his back. He was in
unbearable pain, and Peter says it was horrible to
see him suffer. Lynston’s parents had been unable
to bring him to the clinic until three days after

the accident (when a kerosene lamp exploded on
him). By the time he made it to Mama Maria, he
was completely dehydrated. Our medical staff

tried to put an IV in him but couldn't get a vein.
Lynda, the registered nurse from Hawaii, tried all
over, shaved his head, tried everything ... with no
success. Peter said he just stood and watched. By
now Lynston was barely clinging
to life and we were out of options. Peter ran to try and secure a vehicle
that could drive them to the hospital. It took a couple hours and some
good luck, but they finally found a driver who agreed to go, and they drove
Lynston to Migori, where Lynston stayed for two months. (And, just so you
know, the funding that paid for the drive and the cost of Lynston’s hospital
care came from the Goat Assistance Program. Thank you goat-owners!!)

W hile in Kenya, Peter had the honor of meeting with Ruth Oniang'o, a
Member of the Kenyan Parliament, and James Nyikal (who is roughly
the equivalent of the U.S. Surgeon General). It was so humbling, Peter
says, to sit down and talk with top government officials about Mama Maria.
Even better, they're as excited about MMK as we are!

h, and other great news: At Christmastime, a friend of Mama Maria

donated money to purchase a clinic van! We are extremely grateful -
soon we can take cases like Lynston with no hesitation to big hospitals ourselves
... hot having to rely on the availability and price-gouging of local transport.

2007 holds much promise for Mama Maria Kenya; we are going to
touch countless lives. The Orphan Feeding Program is going
strong, our vaccination program opened its doors in January and the government of Kenya is
supplying us with free vaccinations. Also, Mama Maria formed a partnership with Gracewinds
Perinatal Services to provide pregnancy, breastfeeding education, and pre- and postnatal services

to mothers and infants - something completely unavailable to the people in and around Muhuru
Bay. With a vaccination program, perinatal care, a family clinic ... not to mention a clinic “van-
bulance” to transport our patients when the need arises and, coming later this year, HIV services
and education - our patients will truly be blessed!

Thank you all for your support and '
continued goodwill. We are indebted to Don't forQEt to save

you for our success! April 21, 2007, for the 2 nd Annual
Mama Maria Auction:
Visions of Kenya
the mama maria team Visit the website for more details !
www.mamamaria.org

Till next time,




Save the
Datel

Friends of Mama Maria Kenya,
we invite you for an evening of wonder and fulfillment
... as we bring you to the shores of Lake Victoria
at the 2nd annual Mama Maria Kenya auction:

Visions of Kenya

Date
Saturday, April 21, 2007

Location

Pickering Barn
1730 10th Ave. NE

Issaquah, WA

Schedule of Events

6:00 pm Registration/Silent Auction
6:45 pm [ lephant

7:00 pm iraffe

7:00 pm ummers Perform
7:45 pm ion Begins

Tickets
$50 per person

No host bar
Safari attire, optional
Karaoke & dancing at conclusion

For ticket purchase or inquiry, please contact Kristy Szablya at 425-444-5555.




